Triangulating anastomosis using a linear cutter in a colectomy.
We have performed end-to-end anastomosis by the triangulating method using a linear cutter for the reconstruction in colectomy. In this report, we present our technique of triangle anastomosis and its convenience and merits. Patients who underwent end-to-end anastomosis with the triangulating method, or the Gambee procedure, for reconstruction after colon cancer surgery from 1998 to 2003 in our department, were analyzed retrospectively. The anastomosis time and complications were compared in these two groups. The mean anastomosis time was 14.7+/-3.5 minutes, which is 17+/-0.7 shorter than the 31.7+/-4.2 minutes it took for the Gambee anastomosis performed during the same period. There were no significant differences in the incidences and variety of complications. Triangulating anastomosis using a linear cutter is a safe and easy technique that can be performed in a short amount of time. It is, therefore, considered a useful method for reconstructive surgery for colon cancer.